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Is A. Ivii. 1. 


The righteous periſheth, and-no- mart layeth 
it to Heart ; and merciful men are taken: 
away ; none conſidering, that the righte- 
ons is taken away from the Evil to. come:. 


but pious expreſſion of theſe Words, had a 

peculiar regard to- rhe Babiloniſh Captivity, 

and to thoſe frightful Judgments, and Des 
ftructions, which-were the Forerunners: of- it; 
For thele being"genetal, the Good and: Bad had 
one common fate; they wereall involv'd inthe 
ſame Calamities, all haraſſed and oppreſſed by the 
ſame Enemy.” The' Prophet ' was mightily con- 
cern'd, to ſee the Good and Bad: to be equal. Suf- 
ferers; to ſee thoſe that were Worſhipers, and 
Obeyers of -the true 'God, - ts: be / treated {at ithe 
nie rate with thoſe that conteran'd his Peron 
and diſpis'd his Laws.-) This at the fixft fightonb 
ene EE EE 


T * probable, that the Prophet in his paſſionate 


any Miſinterpretation, the ſenſe and meaning of 


(6) 
might ſuppoſe would refle&t upon the Goodneſs 
and Wiidom of .God's Providence; which in 
Juftice one . might think, could-not be guilty of 
ſuch unequal Diſtributions. But if we Took nar- 
rowly into the end of things, we ſhall find thar 


| it was a wile contrivance of Providence, who 


.can never be ſurpriz'd nor do a fooliſh thing. 
The Good indeed periſh'd, but it was only with 
reſpect to this World ; they were taken away, but 
it was from the Evil to come. The outward face of 
things was black and diſmal, but the end was Joy 
and Triumph : It was to bring them -to a more 
fteady and perfe&t Happineſs. The righteous periſh- 
eth and no man layeth it to heart ; and merciful men are 
taken away. The 70 tranſlate it %vgs Sig, and 
Juſt men are taken away, none conſidering that the 
Juſt are taken from amongſt the unjuſt, For thus 


I'find it render'd by the Septuagint, &n Þ oegains © 
&NKRKIcs nemzl 0 SIKui0s* 

In ſpeaking to theſe Words I will make this |Þ 
following Attempt. Eo K 


Firſt, 1 will endeavour >> 1.4 pets from 


thole Words, The righteous periſheth. 


Secondly, 


Us 
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Secandly, 1 will ſhew you, that God doth not: 
always: uſe. the ſame method, in taking away. 
the Good and Vertuous.; for ſometimes he ſweeps 
them away with the common Herd, (i. e.) per- 
mits them to fall*'in the common Judgment; 
and ſometimes he ſingles them out (as it were). 
and. brings them. to their Graves in Peace. 


And in the Third -Place; I will go on to add 
ſome Reaſons, why God is pleas'd to take away - 
g00d men. from. the evil. to-.come. - 


Fourthly, and Laſtly; IT will conſider the- 
Charafter of. that Honourable Gentleman and 
his Lady, which are- lately taken away ; and 
conclude, with - an Applicatlon of the- whole, to - 
our preſent. Circumſtances... 


Firſt then; I will endeavour briefly to-reſcue, - 
from any Milſinterpretation, the ſenſe:and mean- 
ing of: theſe Words, The righteous: periſheth. 
Now, periſh, in a large Acceptation: implies pro-' 


perly, DeftruQion, Ruine, and Death : and thac 
not only temporal, but-eternal:-. In -this: Senſe 


the Plamift is to. be underſtood,! when he ſaith, 


hae wan rd 


(3) 
The way of the angodly ſhall periſh; and again, in 
the 37th P/alm, at the 20th ver. But the wicked 
ſhall periſh, and the Enemies of the Lord, they ſhall 
conſume like Smoak, they ſhall conſume away: 1. e. 
they ſhall be miſerable in this, and in the other 
World. Again in a ſtrifter Senſe, the Word periſh 
is taken for temporal Judgments and Death. And 
in this Senſe is that threatning Expreſſion of 
Joſhua to be taken, in the 23d Chapter of his 
Book, and at the 13th Verſe, Know (faith he) for 
a certainty, that the Lord your God will no more drive 
out any- of theſe Nations from before you; but they 
ſhall be Snares and Traps unto you, and Scourges in 
your Sides, and Thorns in your Eyes, until you pe- 
riſh from off this good Land which the Lord your God 
hath given you. And in this Senſe David expreſs'd 
himſelf when he .ſaid, 7 ſhall periſh one Day by 
the Hand of Saul: (i. e.) © I have reaſon to be- 
<« lieve, that one time or other God will ſuffer 
« that Man. to take away my Life. Now, it's 
impoſſible that that Phraſe (The Righteous periſh. 
eh) ſhould. be taken in that large and high 
Senſe.  No+this cannot be, becauſe this would 
quite overthrow Divine Revelation concerning 
-a fature Happineſs ; and all the precious Promiſes 
(of Chriſt's gracious Goſpel) made to Believers, 


COnN- - 


(9) 
concerning a glorious Immortality. So that it 
will be much eaſier (for any conſidering man) 
to admit, that the Heavens and Earth ſhall be 
difſolv'd, than to ſuppoſe that one Jot or 
Title of the Divine Promiſes, ſhould fall un- 
accompliſh'd., The Firſt, our Saviour hath 
cold us is poſſible ; but it's purely impoſſible 
that the other ſhould ever be. Let not there- 
fore profane Perſons flatter themſelves with 
ſuch unreaſonable Thoughts, that the Righ- 
teous periſh as well as they. Let not the 
Wicked think, that when the Righteous die, 
that they periſh either as they, or as the 
Brutes do: for though the Wiſe-man intimates, 
that Men according to outward appearance, 
in the time of Death, have no pre-eminence 
above that of a Beaſt; that all go to one 
Place, and are reduc'd to the ſame common 
Duſt : yet the Conſequences of their dying 
are vaſtly different, When Brutes die they go 
to the Earth, and there's an end of their Ex- 
iſtence and Being ; of all their Pleaſure and of 
all Pain: but when good or bad Men die, 
their Souls ſurvive the Earthly Particles; they 
aſcend to the higher Regions. For thus the 
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Wiſe-man maketh the Diftm@ton, The Spurit of 
a Man goeth upward, and the Spirit of a Beaſt to 
the Earth. But yet we muſt ,diftmgunſh be- 
rween the Souls -of Good and Bad Men; for 
though they both afcend, yer ro different Pla- 
ces; the Souls of Good Men to a Throne of 
Immortal Life and Glory; but the Souls of 
Wicked Men aſcend to Chains of everlaſting 
Darknels , it's to the Prince of the Air, to 
that wicked Power, which reigns in the Hearts 
of the Children -of Diſobedience. I muſt con- 
| feſs, it would be well with wicked Men, it 
when they die they might be like the Beaſts 
that periſh ; 4. e. have no after-Sence, -or Suf- 
fering. But alas ! they live that they may 
die for eyer; and they die eternally, becauſe 
they live. 


But then Secondly, I mutt ſhew you, Thar 
God doth not always uſe the ſame method 
in taking away the Good and Vertuous ; for 
fomettmes he {weeps them away with the com- 
mon Herd ; +4. e. he permits them to fall by 
common Judgments : and at another time he 
fingles them -out (as 4t were) and brings them 

ro 


_ men; 


G29 

to their Graves in Peace. Among(t the ma- 
ny inexplicable Myſteries of Providence, this 
1s not the leaſt; That God often-times makes 
uſe of divers methods, in order to tranſlxte 
good and pious men to another State. Some- 
times Providence commiſſions a Deſtroying 
Angel to draw his Sword, and to make whole 
Kingdoms deſolate : Thus the Angel of the 
Lord, in one Night, flew of the /ſſyrians, 
a hunared foreſcore and five thouſand. And *tis 
not to be doubted, but that in ſuch a valt 
Number there were a great many moral good 
- Who, though they never had the ad- 
vantages of Divine Revelation, yet they witely 
manag d their Lives, according to thoſe natu- 
ral Principles writ upon their Minds. And 
thus God was pleas'd to ſuffer a great many 
of his faithful Servants, to fall by the cruel 
and the bloody Sword of the inſulting Baby- 
lonians. And thus it happend in that laſt 
and great Deſtruction of Jernſalem, by Titus 
the Son of. Veſpafian; when all were met to- 
gether, to worſhip before, and to ſacrifice to 
the Lord their God ;, Commiſſioned Death 
made no diſtin&tion betwixt the clean and the 

B 2 unclean, 
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anclean, between him that ſerved God, and him that 
ferved him not : all ſunk in the common Ca- 
lamity, And thus we find God hath dealt 
with Mankind in theſe latter Ages; in the 
burning of Cities, and in the plundering of 
Countries, in all thoſe Ruins made by Inun- 
dations and Earthquakes, there has been no di- 
fiinftion made between good and bad: for 
we find that they have been all equal Suf- 
ferers. And indeed to ſpeak reaſonably it 
cannot be expected otherwiſe, without a Mi- 
racle. For when Judgments are univerſal 
(without a diſtinguiſhing Providence) all muſt 
partake of the lame Fate. The Righteous 
and the Wicked they are ail mix'd, whether 
it bein City, Town or Country. And there- 
fore, if the Neighbour-hood ſuffer , ſome 
good Man or other muſt have a ſhare in it. 
The mixture of the good and bad in this 
Life is excellently repreſented by that Para- 
ble of the Wheat and Tares. Where ever 
there's one, there'll be the other ;- for there's 
no leperating theſe two. Now, the Wheat 
and Tares ſignifying unto us good and evil 
Men, and this World, the ſpacious Field 

where- 
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wherein they are both ſown : we can never 
ſuppoſe any part of this Field to be deſtroy'd, 
bur we muſt conclude that ſome part of the 
Wheat muſt ſink in the common Fate, Thus 
we find in that Parable, that when the Servants 
of the Houſhold ask'd their Maſter, if they 
ſhould go and gather up the Tares? that he an- 
\werd Nay; and he gave them this Reaſon, 
leaſt that whilſt they gathered the one, they ſhould 
deſtroy the other. And therefore his Opinion 
was, that they ſhould grow both together until 
the time of Harveſt; and when that came, he 
would order each to be gather'd to their 
proper place, the Wheat to his Garner, and the 
Tares to be burnt with Fire, 

But then again, lometimes we find Provi. 
dence picking out the good from amongſt 
the bad, with a mighty caution, and ſurpri- 
zing Silence; taking them away as it were 
by fRtealth, and undiſcernably ; until there's not 
One left that doth good, not One. This I muſt 
confeſs looks Judgment-like, as tt God had a 
Controverly with that place and people , re- 
folving to deſtroy them. Thus we find that 
God brought Abijah, the Son of Jeroboam, 


O- 


(14) 
to the Grave in -Peace; becauſe in him only, 
of that Family, there was found ſome good thing 
cowards the Lord : And therefore, upon that 
| Score, God could not deſtroy that Race, un- 
til he had remoy'd the pious Youth, And 
this was the cale of that godly Prince King 
Jofiah ; God was reſolv'd to take him away 
from: that evil which he had threatned, and 
denounc'd againſt the Kingdom of Zadah , 
that he might neither be a Partaker, nor an 
Eye-witneſs of their Ruine. 7 will gather thee 
unto thy Fathers, and unto the Grave in Peace, and 
thine Eyes ſhall not fee the Evil which T will bring 
upon this Place. So that God ſeldom or never 
rakes good and pious Men out of any Place, 
or Country, but when he reſolves to deſtroy 
and ruine the ſame: And ſurely, were but 
this great Truth feriouſly confider'd, it would 
make this infidel and unbelieving Generation 
look about Them; it would engage them to 
{et a greater value upon Piety and Religion ; 
and to receive and carefs the Miniſters of 
Chriſt's Goſpel, with a greater warmth aud 
zeal than they have done, But I am afraid 
1 muſt {ay of thee, O Nevs ! as onr Sayiour 
in 


C433 

in tears ſaid to Jeruſalem. O thou that fton'ſt 
the Prophets, and thoſe that are ſent unto thee ! 
Flow often would 1 have gathered thee, under my 
Proteion and Government but thow would ft not ! 
for Thou doft not believe, and conſequently 
wilt not practiſe, thoſe things which belong to 
thy Peace. 


But then Thirdly, I ſhall go on to give 
{ome Reaſons why God is pleaſed very often, 
to remove good and vertuous Men out of this 
Life, that they may neither ſee, nor partake 
of the approaching Evil. 


And Firſt then, It's very reaſonable to 
luppole that God ſometimes takes away the 
Good from the Evil to come, leſt they ſhould 
be deftroy'd by thofe Judgments which He's 
reſolv'd to diſcharge vpon the Wicked. This 
Truth is very evident from that Parable of 
the Tares: for the Maſter of the Houſhold 
was well fatished that ic was an impoſſible 
Attempt to 'Toot out the one, without pre- 


"—_ 


near 


—  — — — 


pon ——_——_——— 
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near in their Habitations, in their Lands and 
Intereſts, in their Relations and other mutual 
Dependencies : It's impoſſible without the ex- 
pence of a Miracle, for God to ſave the 
one, whilſt he deſtroys the other. But we 
find that this is God's uſual method, never 
ro make uſe of Miracles for the accompliſh- 
ment of his purpoſe, whilſt ordinary means 
will ſerve the turn. God can eafily execute 
| his Wrath upon the Wicked, to their utter 
Deſtruction, without any detriment to the 
Good and Pious, by removing them out of 
the way by Death or otherwile. Thus God 
lav'd Noah and his Family, from periſhing by 
VVater, when he reſoly'd to deſtroy the whole 
Raceof Mankind. And thus God was pleas'd 
ro remove Lot to little Zoar, that he might 
the more effectually deſtroy Sodom. Not that 
we ought to ſuppole that God's ſparing the 
Righteous, and puniſhing the VVicked in this 
Lit are all, and the only proper Rewards 
and Puniſhments of Vertue and Vice: No, 
but God is willing to preſerve the good from 
periſhing with the bad ; left Piety ſhould be 
diſregarded, or Jeſt the VVicked ſhould 


triumph 


(17) 
triumph and ſay, Surely, there's no Reward far 
the Righteous, 


- But then Secondly, Another Reaſon why 
God takes away the good from the Evil to 
come, is, leſt that by the power of Example, 
and the growing Wickednels of the place they 
live in, they ſhould be tempted to deſert Re- 
ligion, and a godly Lite. The beſt of Men 
and Women here, are but imperfe&tly Holy : 
Asthe Apoſtle ſaith, We know and ſee but in part: 
And therefore, it we keep not a ſtrong guard 
upon all our Paſſions; if we pray not daily 
for the aſſiſtance of Divine Grace, and for the 


conduct of God's Holy Spirit, it's a thouſand 


to one but we fall from our Integrity and 
Vertue : For alittle Leaven, (our Saviour tells us) 
leavens the whole Lump. | And that Saying of 
St. Paul is an experimental Truth, That evil 
(Communications corrupts good Manners, Vice and 
Irreligion are of an infectious nature, and they 
will as certainly deſtroy the Life of Coodlineſs, 
as the Plague will deſtroy the Body. For 


| without that Sovereign Antidote of afliſting and 


confirming Grace, 'twill be impoſſible to keep 
any 


(18 ) 
any conſiderable Fellowfhip with-the Sons of 
Wickedneſs, and at the ſame time not to be 
infe&ed by them. Let good Men ule the great- 
eft Cautions in this Caſe imaginable ; let them 
ſet the frongeſt Guards; let them put on the 
whole Armour of God ; and when they have done 
all they can, they'll find ir no ſmall difficulty 
to keep themſelves unſpotted from the World : 
je, from the evit Communications and: Cor- 


_ ruptions of ir. The beſt Menin the World, 


if they converſe much in it, will receive a 
Tin&ure from it. Thus we find that the 
Holy Patriarch, Vice-Roy of Egypt, by con- 
verfing with that Court, had learn'd to {wear 
by the Life of Pharaoh. The power of Examples 
ſtrong, eſpecially when it's back'd with Earthl 

Grandeur, - and Secular Intereſt :: when ink 
that fir -at the Helm of Government, love 
vitious and irregular Lives, their very Example 
is a authentick Copy for the reſt to write by. 
So that for this end, and for ſeveral other Conf1- 
derations tending to this purpoſe, God is pleas'd 
oftentimes to remove pious' Men. out of this 
World, left their Innocence ſhould be ullied, 
and their Vertue debauch'd by the wicked Practi- 
ſes of the Ungodly. 1: "ol 
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But it's high time that I ſhould enter upon 
the-laſt thing propoſed ; which is to conſider 
the Character of that Honourable Gentleman 
and his Lady, which are lately. taken away 
from us: and to conclude the Diſcourſe with 
an Application of ' the whole to our preſent 
Circumſtances. 

And to ſpeak without Flattery, I do nct 
know but that God hath taken away a great 
part of this Family, that their Eyes might 
not behold the Evil which he's refolvd to 
bring upon this Place : This I muſt contels is 
a weighty Saying ;- but I wiſh that there were 
not ſo many Reaſons as thete are, to engage us 
tothe belict of it. Let us not flatter our ſelves ; 
For that Government, or Body Politick, whoſe 
Head and Members are unſound and ſickly, 
muſt needs be near. its Grave, its Ruige and 
Deſtruion. _—_ will certainly be the 
Ruine of any People, if the Metcies of God, 


and a ſerious Repentance prevent it not. 


But that I may do all poſſible Juſtice to the 
Memory of this deceasd Hero; it's needful 
that we conſider him in all his Qualities. 

C 2 Firſt, 


( 20 ) 
Firſt, As he deſcended from the Loins of an 
Honourable Family ; a Family as antient as 
moſt in the North of England. But that which 
makes it the' more illuſtrious, is, That it hath 
not wanted for ſome Ages, ſich Men as have 
been ſerviceable to the Crown and Government 
of England. And I think I may fay, that a- 
mong all the Braves that have ſprung from 
that Family, this Hero, of whom I have the 
{ad occaſion to diſcourſe at this time, is none 
of the Leaſt ; eſpecially if we conſider him un- 
der that Notion of a Soldier, or of an Officer. 
So ſoon as he left the Schools, which was in 
bis earlier Years, his Genius rather prompting 
him to follow Mars than Minerya ; the Camp 
rather than the College. He was ſent with 
very powerful Recommendations into the Ar- 
my ; where he had not been long until he was 
Commiſſion'd to have a pair of Colours : in 
which Poſt he behaved himſelf with all that 
Afﬀability and Sweetnels of Temper, that his 
Society and Converlation was courted by All ; 
as if he had been the very Darling and Delight 
of Mankind. And as he grewin Years, ſo his 
Converſation became the more winning and ob- 


liging. 
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liging. And in every Step of Honour the 
King was pleas'd to advance him to, he be- 
hav'd himſelf in all reſpe&s as a brave and 

rudent Officer. And which is very remark- 
able, the Advancement of his Honour neyer 
alter'd the Sweetnels of his Temper ; he re- 
rain'd the ſame Modeſty, the ſame Humility, 
and Evenneſs of Mind, when he arriv'd to that 
Honourable Poſt in which he died, as he did 
whilſt he was in an inferior Capacity, What 
the Maiden Queen made ule of for her Motto 
might very properly be applied to our Hero, 
Semper idem. No State or Condition of For- 
tune, whether proſperous or adverſe, could 
change or alter the Diſpoſition of his Soul. 
He kept the ſame evennels of Mind, and 
firmneſs of Temper, amidſt the Rocks. and 
Shelves, as he did when his Sails were fill'd 
with a a rr” op His Soul was toa 
great to be ſunk by Adverſity, too firm and 
Ready 'to be turned away by the ſwelling 
Tides of Proſperity, But I muſt not only 
conſider him as a Civil or Moral, but as a 
Military Perſon, as a man of bravery and 
honour ; and to make good this part of =» 
- Oo Cha- 


= 
CharaQer, I ſhall only inſtance in two Par- 
ticulars; (not but that upon every occaſion 
when he' was call'd to it, he gave ſignal 
Proofs of his Condu&t and Courage.) And 
theſe two ſhall be in that of Landen and Na- 
mire; two great and illuſtrious Inſtances in- 
deed; both of them I am ſure beyond the 
reach of Malice; and probably the latter 
beyond that of Imitation. 'As for that of 
Landen, notwithſtanding the great Inequality 
and Number of his Enemies, he bravely 
charg'd in the face of them, and as brave- 
ly maintain'd his Ground ; until at length 
being overpower'd by their Numbers, . he 
was forc'd to retreat, in order to fave the 
remains of a ſhatter'd Regiment : Bur as for 
the Latter, when he was ordered to attack 
one of the Glacy's of the Town of Namnre ; 
With what cheerful Countenance did he re- 
ceive the Command 2 With what a pleaſant 
Air did he head that brave Body ? And with 
what an unconcern'd bravery did he march 
. through a field of Blood and Wounds ? How 
lightly did he eſteem the hazard, and boldly 
deſpile all theſe Engines of Death that were 
: | planted 
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planted againſt him for his ruin? Nay, With 
what a fearleſs Preſence of mind, did he en- 
deavour to: make good his Poſt, when fifty 
fell at his right hand, and fifty at his left 2? 
The Greate/t Monarch in the World, I mean 
his Royal Maſter, beheld the Action with 
thele two contrary Paſſions of Delight and 
Fear : with Delight to behold the unparallel'd 
bravery of ſuch an Attempt ; of Fear, leſt 
he ſhould be depriv'd of ſo great an Officer. 
The truth of it 1s, the glory of that Day 
and Action, is ſo much his own, as neither 


Time nor Envy ſhall be able to obliterate 


the Fame thereof, The Maes and Sambre 
{hall ſooner leave their Channels, and the Sun 
and Moon ceaſe to be, than the glory of that 
Day due to him be obſcur'd and forgotten. 

But before I diſmiſs this Head, I mult 
conſider him - as a Chriſtian; . and. though 


lome fooliſh men may think, that Religion 


is not conſiſtent with, at leaſt not necellaxy 
to, a military Employment : and conlequent- 
ly, that men of that Profeſſion are not con- 


cernd about fuch matters. Yet in a late 


Diſcourſe, I have endeayour'd to prove the 
COMTAEY 
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contrary, by ſhewing that there have been, 
and are ſuch things call'd pious Soldiers, and 
detected the Vanity of that Obje&tion, thar 
Religion debauches and effeminates the minds 
of Mankind. But this Man of Honour, of 
whom we are now ſpeaking, had contrary 1 
Sentiments, and quite of another Opinion : «+ 
he knew his Employment and Religion to - 
be very conſiſtent; and for that end he en-. | 
deavour'd to make it as much his buſineſs, 
as the great and neceflary Avocations of his 
Imployment would permit. We cannot rea- 
ſonably expect, that thole men who are 
plac'd in high and difficult Employments, 
chat they ſhould be ſo warmly zealous, and 
ſo perfe&tly religious, as thoſe who are cloy- 
ſter'd up, and ſequeſter'd from the V Vorld 
for that end and purpoſe. But this Þ11 ven- 
ture to ſay of this diſceas'd Worthy ; Thar 
whereas, ſome Mens Religion conſilts in + 
mean Appearance ; that He was more fincere- 
ly religiovs, than what he appear'd to be. 
I am ſure he was maſter of two of the 
greateſt Chriſtian Vertues in the Goſpel ; (;. e.) 


Mercifulneſs and ( barity, How ready was 
he 
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he to pardon the Offence of an Enemy 2 And 
to treat thoſe generouſly, that had done him 
ill Offices: as he never rais'd an ill report of 
his Neighbour, ſo neither did he entertain 
the malicious Whiſpers of thoſe that did : 
he was always ready to compoſe Differences, 
and to heal every Breach that was made be- 
tween Friends or Enemies: Whatever Fail- 
ings therefore he might be guilty of, (for the 
beſt have their Spots) I do. not queſtion but 
theſe two Graces have atton'd for all; have 
over-ballanc'd the whole Account. I am ſure 
our Saviour in that Diſcourſe upon the Mount 
hath told us, That the Merciful ſhall obtain Mer- 
cy; And St. Peter ſpeaking by the Spirit of 
God, tells us, That Charity ſhall cover a Mul- 
titude of Sins, To be ſhort, he was a tender 
Husband, . and an indulgent Father, \ a true 
Friend, and. a generous Enemy : And' in- 
deed upon this Score, our Loſs is very great. 
The King hath loſt a brave, - and experi- 
enc'd Captain, - a Good and Loyal Subje&;} 
the Regirgent | a kind and eaſy Commander; 
the, Neighbourhood a juſt and humble Man, 
and; the . whole Land a Gentleman of. the 
ifs D [weetelt 
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fovecteſt Temper, and moſt dehirable Con» 
verſation in the World. 


£ Bur | muſt haſten to the Memorial of his 
Lady : and I ſhalt be very briet in. whac EL 
lay. 3. 


"And firft then, She was ſprung from Pious- 
and Religious. Parents, who had made it their 
buſinefs to inſtruct Her early in the ways of 
Vertue. I may ſay of her, what : St. Paul 
faid' of Timothy, That from a Child ſhe had: known 
the Holy Scriptures: and as She grew in Years, 


She / advanc'd in Wnderftanding, until She 


had arriv'd to ſuch a Perfe&tion in the'Know- 
ledge of Divine Myfteries, that few (I think 


of her Sex) in the Kingdom of England, were 


better . able ro maintain the Principles: of the 


Proteſtant Religion than. ſhe was >: bur: this. 
was bur the leaft Pant; for ſhe only learn'd 
t9 practice; only read the Scriptures, that 


the. might be che better able,.''not only -t0 


underftand, but ts do! her Duty + for the 


knew very well, that the end of alt Know- 


kedge was Pratice, and' that withour- _ 
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all che; reſt was but 'Shadow and. Appearance. 
I know indeed ſhe had many Enemies, and 
that of all Ranks and Qualities : But this is 
no wonder, if we conſider the Reaſons why: 
ſhe was a Woman of Retirement, ' of Reli- 
gion and Vertue ; a Lover of God, of his 
Church, of his Miniſters and Holy Offices. 
And theſe you all know are hated by the 
World, are abhor'd, ridicul'd, and undetva- 
lu'd. And therefore, when ever ſhe mer with 
thoſe Deſpiſers, and Contemners of Religion, 
ſhe always took up the Gauntlet in the de- 
fence of Chriſt and his Goſpel. Shewag not 
alham'd to own him before the greateſt Qua- 
lity, nor afraid to: reprove thoſe 'Sons of 
Darkneſs, when : occaſion '{erv'd.. +: So that: I 
may fay of her, what St. Paul ſaid of him- 
ſelf in. the like Caſe, That many became her 
Enemies ', . becauſe ſhe told them the Truth. 

VVeek Eyes are willing to behold. the Sun, 

but when they cannot, they curſe it's fplen- 

dour; and thus it is with wicked Men; they 

always malign and ſpeak evil of that Vertue, 

which they neither de{ie, nor are able to 

imitate. In one word, if we confider Her in'all 

: ys reſpects, 
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reſpedts, as 2. VVife, as a Mother, asa Priend; 
as a Neighbour, and as a Chriſtian. I rhink 
I may (without Vanity) make uſe of Solo- 
mon's VVords: Many Women have done virtu- 
ouſly, but thow excells them all. Therefore let us 
give ber of the Fruit of her Hands, and let her. own 
Works praiſe ber inthe Gates, 


E ſhall now only beg leave to refle& up- 
on what hath been ſpoken; and ſo conclude; 
Is it fo then, that God uſually. removes the 
Good and Pious out of this Life, that they 
may not behold thoſe Judgments and Miſe- 
ries that He's reſolv'd to: bring upon the Place 
where they liv'd ? Let us then be concern'd 
for the loſs. of thoſe that 'are good; and 
let us beg heartily of God, that he may con- 
tinue ſuch amongſt us :. and for that end let 
us look upon - all the Deſpiſers of Religion 
and Godlineſs, as Enemies -to the: Publick 
Good; and as thoſe that ſeek the ruine of 
the Place they live in; and let us give all 
poſſible Proteftion and Encouragement to 
Viztue and Religion, tothe Goſpel of Chriſt 
Jelus, and to the Miniſters of it. Let us not 

| A nn te ae ore. 


(29) 


—— F-- 


pe 
poral Pofleflions to Eternal Life : for let us , 
aſſure our ſelves, that whoever he be that de- 
mies (,hriſt before Men, that (rift will deny that 
Man in the Preſence of God, and of bis Holy. 
Angels, 


But then again, Religion and Piety are 
the Palladiums, the very Bull-work and Safety 
of any Nation, Place or People. It was: 
upon Jacob's Account that. God bleſt Laban;, 
and wicked: hab, for the ſake of Obadiah.. 
There's a wonderful kind of Power. that at- 
tends Godlineſs ; ſuch holy Violence, as even 
binds the hands of Omnipotency. Thus 7a- 
cob wreſtl'd and prevaild with God; and the 
Angels that were ſent to deſtroy. Sodom, they 
could not do- it, until holy Lot was entred 
little Zoar. Every godly. Man is a Hoſes, 
he ſtands in the Breach, and by his Prayers 
prevails with God to divert his Judgments. 
In a word, pious and good Men, they are 
the very Chariots and Horle-men of ga” 
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And in' what” place ſeever :theyolave,; - 'Gbd? 
coriminds a Bleſſing: Ler us' not 'thkrefore' 
be of the Number 'of 'thofe. Fools, - who -{ay: 
1! their * Heart - there is-'uo God: yi! r / let; 
us Walk is the ' Counſel” off "the , Hngadly, ner: ft: 
1 the © Seat- of: the Scornful , but let vis meditate: 
on Gods Law; and conform, our Lives and. 
Praices to the Rules of the Golpel ; ſa. that. 
when ever it ſhall pleaſe God tocall us out of 
this mortal Stare; we may, all of us 'in ſome 
meaſure,” have reaſon toſay-with Se. Panl, . The. 
time'of my departure is at hand; T1-have' fought « 
good Fight, Thave finiſh'd my Cowſe, F oy chept 
the Faith. » Henceforth there's laid up" far me « 
(Crown of Righteouſneſs, ' which the Lord the Righteaint' 

e ſhall give me- at_that day; and-not'to — 
but uns all thensalſ that love bl ppearing. x 


AN. 

Nou wnto- the King Fterndl, Immortal; Invifibe,. 

the Only Fy God, bs II and | Glay, 
for #ver eve 


FINIS. 
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